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INTRODUCTION
The Thirteenth Annual Clinic on Library Applications of Data
Processing was held at the Illini Union on the campus of the University of
Illinois, April 25-28, 1976. The 1976 clinic had as its theme the economics of
library automation, a topic of increasing importance to librarians as they
cope with inflation and other financial problems. In planning the clinic we
attempted to cover many different aspects of a complex and difficult area.
Some of the papers deal with fairly specific library processes, such as
circulation or book catalog production, while others deal with more general
techniques for determining costs and benefits. The paper by Veneziano and
Aagaard is a particularly lucid study of the economics of independent, rather
than cooperative, development. They use their own library as an example, but
the implications of their work extend far beyond Northwestern University
Library. In his paper, Gorman argues persuasively that an activity as
mundane as data entry can and should involve sophisticated analysis and
planning. In a somewhat speculative vein. Folk takes us into the near future
when scholarly journals will exist only as on-line computer files, thus saving
the librarians from checking in and shelving low-demand materials. In none
of the papers are there formulas for magically reducing the expense of
automation. There are, however, serious and intelligent suggestions for
dealing with the inescapable problems of cost and value.
J. L. DIVILBISS
Editor

